
September 30, 2022            Vol. 122 No. 39

QUEBEC CITY — Indigenous people hold a banner calling on Pope Francis to "rescind the doctrine," an apparent reference
to the so-called Doctrine of Discovery, a collection of old papal teachings that encouraged explorers to colonize and claim
the lands of any people who were not Christian, placing both the land and the people under the sovereignty of European
Christian rulers. The incident occurred during a papal Mass at the National Shrine of Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré in Quebec
July 28, 2022. Story page 3.  (CNS photo/Guglielmo Mangiapane, Reuters)

TRINITY, NL — A statue of Mary overlooks the tiny fishing
village of Trinity, Newfoundland.  Pope Francis reflects on
the Blessed Virgin in a statemen released September 12 for
World Youth Day 2023. Story page 7). (Michael Swan photo)

QUISPAMSIS — Brent Ingersoll, pastor at Kings Church in
Quispamsis created an initiative called Love Week through
the community. This year, this initiative has expanded to
Atlantic Love Week, to all denominations including the
Diocese of Saint John throughout Atlantic Canada. Story
page 2. (Kings Church photo)
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New FreemanTheBy NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

Over the past seven years an outreach min-
istry of Kings Church in the Saint John/
Quispamsis area, has been a witness to the
community in sharing the love of Jesus with
those around us.

Through its Love Week initiative, church
members spend an entire week showering
kindness on people in their community as a
testament to the love of Jesus.

Over these years they have been very ef-
fective in mobilizing their congregation and
making it a community-wide effort. This year,
they are branching out to include denomina-
tions and regions all across Atlantic Canada
in the first ever Atlantic Love Week, October
2-9, 2022 .

“Love Atlantic is the regional Church join-
ing together in an unprecedented effort to
shine the love, kindness, generosity and care
of Jesus Christ all over the Atlantic region.
Christian Churches from every stream and
background coming together with one unify-
ing goal: kindness and care to Atlantic Canada,
to the glory of Jesus Christ, and for the bless-
ing of the communities in which God has
placed his people,” nb.anglican.ca/ministries/
missional-initiatives/pages/love-atlantic.

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the Dio-
cese of Saint John, met with Pastor Brent
Ingersoll of Kings Church over the summer
and was encouraged by his vision for Love
Atlantic.

The bishop has since been encouraging all
parishes of the diocese to take part, and be-
come creative in reaching out to their neigh-
bours as part of this interdenominational ini-
tiative.

Pastor Ingersoll shared that he has seen good
from this effort in his church, and looks for-
ward to working with churches across the
Atlantic Region in this missionary effort.

“No single practice has created more
bridges into the community, blessing to the
congregation, and passion to share and show
the love of Christ on a consistent basis like
taking a week to practice intentional, collabo-
rative radical generosity,” he said.

“Love week has both challenged and changed
our church every year we have done it. I could
not recommend practicing generosity in this way
more to any Christian congregation.”

Parishes can be creative in expressing their
love for Jesus, the possibilities are endless.
Some ideas given by the Love Atlantic team
include:

Love Atlantic: spreading kindness
• Do you have a network of small groups within

your community? Empower them to organize
service projects in their neighbourhoods.

• Is there a member of your community
that could use some help around their home?
Your entire church could come around them
to bless them in the name of Jesus.

• Does someone need wood for the win-
ter? Split and stack!

• Does someone need their deck repaired?
Hammers and nails!

• Does someone need their house cleaned?
Scrub and sweep!

• Does someone need meals prepared?
Shake and bake, baby!

Love Atlantic advises parishes to “consider
mobilizing missionally-minded leaders in your
congregations and empower them to take the
lead on a project. It doesn’t have to be you
doing all the leg work.”

Check out the video below for more ideas
on how you can mobilize generosity in your
specific context at Vimeo video site, search
Love Atlantic.

Parishes are encouraged to consider taking
on a parish wide commitment for the week
of October 2-9. At the end of the week there
is also an opportunity to log the hours of serv-
ice with Love Atlantic. Visit loveatlantic.ca/
index.html to register either as an individual
or as a parish, and to access resources that
will help this campaign a success.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

 Kings Church
QUISPAMSIS — King’s Church was first
established the ‘Valley’ [Quispamsis] and
is the founding location of Kings Church,
planted in 1981. The name is derived from
the original name of the church, Kings Val-
ley Wesleyan.
 The heritage of its founders is still alive

and well today at the Valley location it
serves the community of Quispamsis and
as the broadcast hub for all Kings Church
locations. Many of the staff team serve
dual roles at the Valley location as well
as providing support to the overall mis-
sion of the church, to reach all people in
all places with the life saving power of King
Jesus.
 Other sites include St. Stephen, West

Saint John, Halifax and Charlotteotwn,
along with a strong online presence at
kingschurch.cc.§
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By BRENDAN STEVEN
Catholic Conscience

Reprinted with persision from
The B.C. Catholic

At last, the pope has apologized on Cana-
dian soil for the Catholic role in this country’s
shameful history of residential schools.

Will the apology be accepted? A friend re-
minded me that forgiveness is an act of the
will. Every residential school survivor and
family member will choose for themselves
what this apology means to them. An APTN
[Aboriginal Peoples Television Network] cor-
respondent described the reaction of one
woman: “The moment [the pope] apologized,
she felt all her sadness and anger leave her
body.” If for that alone, this visit is worth it.

It is not my place to say whether the apol-
ogy should be accepted. But for some of those
rejecting it, one reason why casts a long
shadow: the Doctrine of Discovery. The is-
sue inflames passions. At a papal mass in
Quebec, Thursday, July 28, activists unfurled
a banner that read RESCIND THE DOC-
TRINE.

To them, I am happy to report that the
Church has done exactly that. There is no
Catholic Doctrine of Discovery. The claim
that one is part of contemporary Catholic
teaching is simply untrue.

So, what is the Doctrine of Discovery?
Things get a little confusing here. The term
‘Doctrine of Discovery’ was first articulated
by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1832. It de-
scribes a principle whereby sovereignty over
“new” lands was claimed by Europeans who
first “found” them, whether or not Indigenous
peoples already lived there. Today’s use of
the term is broader. It is a catch-all that takes
in a separate concept, terra nullius — the false
notion that Europeans discovered empty land
for the taking.

When you hear the Doctrine of Discovery
and the Catholic Church referenced together,
what is most often being described is a series
of papal bulls promulgated during the Age of
Discovery. What is a papal bull? First, it is
not a doctrine in the theological sense. There
is a misconception that, for Catholics, every-
thing the pope says is infallible, issued forth
as if from the mouth of God himself. Only in
some very specific cases is what the pope
declares considered an infallible teaching. Papal
bulls are not one of those cases.

Bulls are political declarations made by the
pope. They are retractable. They come from

The Doctrine of Discovery is already null and void
a time when the Vatican had hard political
power. There is not space here to give the
fullest explanation for each of these papal bulls
and their content. For that, I refer you to the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops’
own condemnation of the Doctrine of Dis-
covery and terra nullius. Suffice to say, to-
gether, these papal bulls provided something
like permission for certain Catholic European
powers to exert sovereignty over new terri-
tories.

Of course, those countries did what they
pleased, with or without the Vatican’s per-
mission. For instance, these infamous papal
bulls include Inter Caetera of 1493. It gave
Spain approval to rule over a large part of the
Americas. This bull aimed to settle territorial
disputes between Spain and Portugal. It failed
in that purpose. Spain broke terms soon af-
ter, expanding past the boundaries the bull had
set. Spain then went further, using the bull as
justification for robbing local Indigenous peo-
ples of land and sovereignty. No wonder the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls
to Action reference the Doctrine of Discov-
ery and terra nullius at multiple points, in-
cluding a call for religious denominations to
repudiate it.

That is what the Catholic Church has done.
It did not take long to do it. Inter Coetera
began abrogating a year after it went into ef-
fect, all because Spain violated it. Keep in
mind, as the Vatican itself has stated, subse-
quent papal bulls abolish previous ones. In
1537, Pope Paul III issued a new bull,
Sublimus Deus, declaring that “Indians and
all other people who may later be discovered
by Christians, are by no means to be deprived
of their liberty or the possession of their prop-
erty… and that they may and should, freely
and legitimately, enjoy their liberty and the
possession of their property; nor should they
be in any way enslaved; should the contrary
happen, it shall be null and have no effect.”
The Canadian bishops list several papal de-
crees that follow the path set by Sublimus
Deus:

Pope Urban VIII in the bull Commissum No-
bis, condemning Portuguese abuse of Indig-
enous people under their rule;

Pope Benedict XIV in the bull Immensa
Pastorum, condemning the enslavement and
abuse of Indigenous peoples and excommu-
nicating any Catholic involved in the slave
trade;

Pope Gregory XVI’s apostolic letter In Su-
premo, condemning slavery in Africa and the
Indies; and,

Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical In Plurimis,
calling for the abolition of slavery in Brazil
and worldwide.

Turning to the modern era, the Vatican re-
pudiated the bulls before the U.N. in 2010,
saying that “Inter Coetera has already been
abrogated” and is “without any legal or doc-

trinal value. They go on to say, “the fact that
juridical systems may employ the ‘Doctrine
of Discovery’ as a juridical precedent is there-
fore now a characteristic of the laws of those
states and is independent of the fact that for
the Church the document has had no value
whatsoever for centuries.”

More recently, in a 2016 statement con-
demning the principles which undergirded the
Doctrine of Discovery and terra nullius, the
Canadian bishops alongside other leading
Catholic Canadian organizations declared that
“we firmly assert that there is no basis in the
Church’s Scriptures, tradition, or theology,
for the European seizure of land already in-
habited by Indigenous Peoples” and “we re-
ject the assertion that the principle of the first
taker or discoverer, often described today by
the terms Doctrine of Discovery and terra
nullius, could be applied to lands already in-
habited by Indigenous Peoples.”

And, of course, we have the words of Pope
Francis himself, spoken earlier this summer
in Canada: “I am deeply sorry. Sorry for the
ways in which, regrettably, many Christians
supported the colonizing mentality of the pow-
ers that oppressed the indigenous peoples. I
am sorry. I ask forgiveness, in particular, for
the ways in which many members of the
Church and of religious communities cooper-
ated, not least through their indifference, in
projects of cultural destruction and forced

(continued on page 8)

QUEBEC CITY — Pope Francis celebrates
Mass at the National Shrine of Sainte-
Anne-de-Beaupré in Quebec July 28, 2022.
(CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Disciples in the midst of the world
Luke’s story in this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 16:19-31) is a chal-

lenge to us. It presents some fundamental elements of what it means
to be a disciple of Jesus. The story focuses on a rich man, who is
unnamed and a poor man, Lazarus. It challenges us to reflect on how
we live our discipleship.

In the story the rich man was not portrayed as consciously op-
pressing Lazarus. Rather he was oblivious to the poor man at his
gate. He did not even notice the person who was right in front of him.
And certainly, he did not recognize that he had any responsibility to
Lazarus.

This is our challenge in the world today. Often, we are quite ready
and willing to offer help in a crisis, whether a handout to someone in
need or aid in the case of a natural disaster such as a flood or earth-
quake. This is all good and certainly responds to a need.

The real challenge however is more demanding. It is the question
of social justice in our world. Often the poverty that we encounter
locally or globally has a basis in the social structures of our world.
Since it is so basic, so much a part of our way of seeing the world
that it is harder for us to recognize. Still more difficult is it for us to
see that we can do anything about it.

The call to be disciples of Jesus is a call to the message and mission
that he revealed.  It means we work to build God’s reign where we
are. Starting with ourselves, it calls for the transformation of our
mentality and that of our world into one where justice and peace
reign, where there is equal respect and honouring of every person.
Impossible? Three suggestions: think globally, act locally and pray.

A Disciple’s Prayer
God of all Creation, Your Son Jesus called his disciples and said,
“You did not choose me, I chose you.”
You have chosen me to be today’s disciple in today’s world.

I thank you that you consider me
worthy to be a disciple of Jesus

Transform me into the image of Je-
sus.
Make my heart long for you in poverty of spirit.
Make my heart mourn at the misfortune of others.
Make me meek and humble of heart.

Make me hunger and thirst for what is right.
Make me merciful and overflowing with compassion
Make me clean of heart and share in your holiness.
Make my life an instrument of peace and reconciliation.

In justice, may I act on behalf of the oppressed.
In freedom, may I set others free in forgiveness.
In service, may I provide for the needs of your people.

Amen

(Prayer: from Fahter Satish Joseph in Be My Disciples Recipe Book,
RCL Benziger 2012)

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

`“The man who had been rich said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to
send Lazarus to my father’s house — for I have five brothers —
that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this
place of torment.’ “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the
Prophets; they should listen to them.’ He said, ‘No, father Abraham;
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’
Abraham said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the
Prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises
from the dead,’” (Luke 16:27-31).

SAINT JOHN — On Sunday, September 25, Deacon David Rioux,
reflecting on the Gospel passage during his homily at the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception in Saint John, encouraged the congrega-
tion to look for the “Lazarus’s among us.”

“We do not need to look far past our own gates to see someone
possibly worse than poor Lazarus,” Deacon Rioux said. “We hear all
the news of all the poverty and social ills; we can be overwhelmed.”

The deacon said that in this Gospel, “our Risen Lord and Saviour, is
not asking us to feed the 5000 on our own. Our Lord is asking us,
with his eyes of faith, to see, and try to save, one Lazarus at a time.
To help them, and us, get closer to God. To be a comfort to them in

Deacon encourages people to ‘look for Lazarus’
this life and give them living hope
for this life and the life to come.
To be inviting in Faith and Char-
ity. To not actively ignore any
Lazarus, any sign of Jesus Christ
in our midst. To not actively
carve out a chasm separating us
from God and neighbour. We do
not have to, we cannot do this
alone, without the help of our
Lord, or without the help of our
neighbour.”

He offered some practical
ideas for how parishioners of the
Immaculate Conception Parish
could do this, including:

• Working with the local St. Vincent de Paul Society, whose volun-
teers work tirelessly in feeding and clothing the poor here.

• Working with other churches, and through the Canadian Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops that, among other intitiatives, collects for
the needs of the Church in Canada, for social justice, and for the
needs of families.

• Praying for Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint
(continued on page 5)

David Rioux (TNF file photo)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Dying alone in the desert
Recently I received a letter from a friend who shared that she was

afraid to accept a certain vocation because it would leave her too
much alone. She shared this fear with her spiritual director who sim-
ply said, “Charles de Foucauld died alone in the desert!” That answer
was enough for her. She went ahead with it. Is that answer enough
for those of us who have the same hesitancy, the fear of being alone?

The fear of being alone is a healthy one. Jean-Paul Sartre famously
wrote that hell is the other person. That couldn’t be further from the truth.
Hell is being alone. All the major religions teach that heaven will be commu-
nal, an ecstatic coming together of hearts, souls, and (for Christians)
bodies, in one union of love. There will be no solitaries in heaven. So, our
fear of ending up alone is a healthy nagging from God and nature, perpetu-
ally reminding us of the words God spoke as he created Eve, it is not good
for a person to be alone. Children are always mindful of that and feel
insecure when they are alone. That’s one of the reasons why Jesus taught
that they go to heaven more naturally than adults do.

But, is being alone always unhealthy? What can we learn from
Charles de Foucauld who chose a life that left him to die alone in the
desert? What can we learn from a person like Soren Kierkegaard who
resisted marriage because he feared that it would interfere with a
vocation, he intuited was meant to have him die alone? Not least,
what can we learn from Jesus, the greatest lover of all, who dies
alone on a cross, crying out that he had been abandoned by everyone
and then, in that agony, surrenders his loneliness in one great act of
selflessness in which he gives over his spirit in complete love?

In a recent book, The Empathy Diaries, Sherry Turkle reflects on,
among other things, the impact contemporary information technol-
ogy and social media are having on us. As a scientist at MIT, she is
one of the people who helped develop computers and information
technology as they exist today, so she in not someone with a

generational, romantic, or religious bias
against computers, smart phones, and
social media. Yet, she is worried about what
all of this is doing to us today, particularly
to those who get addicted to social media and can no longer be alone.
“I share, therefore I am!” She names a hard truth: If we don’t know
how to be alone, we will always be lonely.

That’s true for all of us, though not all of us are called by either
faith or temperament to a monastic quiet. What Jesus modeled (and
what persons like Charles de Foucauld, Soren Kierkegaard, and count-
less monks, nuns, and celibates have felt themselves called to) is not
the route for everyone. In fact, it is not the norm, religiously or an-
thropologically. Marriage is. Thomas Merton was once asked what it
was like to be celibate, and he responded by saying, celibacy is hell.
You live in a loneliness that God himself condemned; but that doesn’t
mean it can’t be fruitful.

In essence, that’s the response my friend received from her spir-
itual director when she shared her fear of taking up a certain vocation
because she might end up alone. If you can be a Charles de Foucauld,
you will be alone but in a very fruitful way.

There can even be some romance in proactively embracing loneli-
ness and celibacy. Some years ago, I was doing spiritual direction
with a very faith-filled, idealistic young man. Full of life and youthful
energies, he felt the same powerful pull of sexuality as his peers, but
he also felt a strong draw in another direction. He was reading Soren
Kierkegaard, Dorothy Day, Thomas Merton, and Daniel Berrigan and
felt a romantic attraction towards celibacy and the loneliness and alone-
ness within which he would then find himself. He was also reading
the Gospels, telling how Jesus died alone on a cross without any
human person holding his hand. Like Jesus, he wanted to be a lonely
prophet and die alone.

There’s some admirable idealism in that, though perhaps also a
certain unhealthy pride and elitism in wanting to be the lonely hero
who is admired for stoically standing outside the circle of normal
intimacy. Moreover, as a lifelong celibate (and a publicly vowed one
for more than fifty years) I would offer this word of caution. A ro-
mantic dream of celibacy, no matter how strongly rooted in faith, will
meet its test during those seasons and nights when one has fallen in
love, is tired, is overwhelmed, and has his or her sexuality (and soul)
cry out that it does not want to die alone in the desert. To sustain
oneself in the loneliness of Jesus, as Merton says, is sometimes a flat-
out hell, albeit a fruitful one.

To die alone in the desert like Charles de Foucauld is answer enough.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
John, and  all the Canadian bishops gathering in its annual plenary
assembly this week in Cornwall, ON.

He shared a quote from the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
#2448, which reminds each person that, “those who are oppressed
by poverty are the object of a preferential love on the part of the
Church which, since her origin and in spite of the failings of many of
her members, has not ceased to work for the relief, defense, and
liberation of the poor through numerous works of charity which re-
main indispensable always and everywhere.”

Deacon Rioux encouraged everyone to pray for immigrants and
refugees, as the Church marked World Day of Migrants and Refu-
gees on September 25.

“The Catholic Church has participated in Canada’s Private
Sponsorships of Refugees, resettling a third of a million refugees over
the past years,” he said. “Locally, Leticia Adair works tirelessly for
our Diocesan office, supporting immigrants and refugees and reunit-
ing families. Parishioners here at the Cathedral are generously sup-
porting Ukrainians fleeing devastation in their homeland.”

He concluded by saying, “Let us pray with our psalm, with our
Lord who keeps faith forever, let us do justice for the oppressed, give
bread to the hungry, and guard and encourage the migrant, the or-
phan, and the widow. Amen.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Look for Lazarus
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — In 1869, five members of the Religious Hospitallers
of St. Joseph [RHSJ] community in Montreal disembarked at Chatham,
where, at the request of Bishop James Rogers of the Diocese of
Chatham, they had accepted the charge to take care of the sick, to
open a boarding school for young girls, and to operate an orphanage. 

The contribution of the sisters over the following decades has been
the subject of several books
and remembrances in the last
several years. What might
not be as well understood
are the ways in which the
members of the Miramichi
community were active in
fostering the growth of hos-
pitals in other parts of the
continent, most notably in
Wisconsin. 
On February 11, 1929,

three members of the
Religious Hospitallers of
St. Joseph community
in Chatham, Mother
Bernadette Murdoch, Sister
Dwyer (Ellen Walsh) and
Sister Ann Hickey, set out
to begin work in New Lon-
don, Wisconsin. 

Jérôme le Royer de la Dauversière
(18 March 1597 – 6 November 1659)
was a French nobleman and the
founder of the Congregation of the
Religious Hospitallers of St.
Joseph.  (Wikipedia image)

Their journey was the result of a lengthy correspondence between
the New London priest, Father Otto Kolbe, and the Chatham supe-
rior, Mother Elizabeth O’Keeffe.

Fr. Kolbe was seeking religious sisters to operate the small hospital in
New London. On February 20, the three sisters arrived in New London,
and the 13 bed hospital was transferred to their care five days later. 

In 1930, Sisters MacIntosh, Varrily, and MacDonald joined their
comrades from Chatham. The Sisters, with the help of local benefac-
tors, most notably Dr. F. J. Pfeifer, purchased, and proceeded to
build, a new 50 bed hospital, which opened on March 22, 1931. 

When the doctors and businessmen in Antigo, Wisconsin, some 75
miles north of New London, heard of the quality health care being
offered, they invited the RHSJ sisters from Chatham to administer
their hospital, in Antigo, as well.

In January 1933, Sisters MacIntosh, Malvina Martin and Gladys
Rideout set out from Chatham to answer the call from Antigo.  At
first, they stayed with the Franciscan sisters in the community, until
the hospital, already under construction, was able to receive them. 

Through a series of donations, beginning with a local priest, and
culminating in a $60,000 advance from local Antigo businesses, the
hospital was fully furnished and opened on March 21.  More than
four hundred patients were treated within the first six months. 

The connections made by these faithful women of the Miramichi is
only one example of the ways that this community has had an impact
on the wider world. Inspired by such examples, Miramichiers will
continue to strive after the goals of good service and affectionate care
for their fellows. 

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Miramichi sisters impacted wider world

D&P campaign launched to aid flood-ravaged Pakistan
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

With one-third of Pakistan underwater, millions on the move,
waterborne illnesses, diarrhea, lost crops, lost roads and bridges and
electricity infrastructure, the humanitarian challenge is immense, said Scott
Braunschweig.

Braunschweig is program officer for Development and Peace-Caritas
Canada, Canada’s Catholic development agency, which has launched an
appeal to provide relief for the devastation. Money raised between now
and Sept. 28 for any of the Humanitarian Coalition member agencies will
be matched by Ottawa, up to $3 million. Development and Peace partici-
pates in the Humanitarian Coalition through its partnership with Canada
Foodgrains Bank.

Development and Peace has already cut a cheque for Caritas Pakistan
for $40,000, but is looking to send much more.

“The rains are still coming down. With the massive size of it, there are
still going to be needs,” Braunschweig said. “There are losses. There are
still lives in danger. At this point the humanitarian community is aware and
planning for the current and future situation. They know how this can
evolve from here and that’s all going into the planning.”

Some might be surprised by how capable the Catholic Caritas network
is in the 96-per-cent Muslim country.

“Obviously, Caritas works with all sorts of communities,”
Braunschweig explained. “Caritas is pretty strong throughout the coun-
try. It has a strong presence in Quetta (a city of over one million) and

Sind (a province of 48 million, including the Pakistani capital of Karachi,
with its 15 million).”

Sind has been at the centre of the flooding, which has so far killed over
1,400 people and displaced more than 800,000.

In the early going of the relief effort, Caritas has reached over 2,000
families, bringing them cooked food, safe drinking water, hygiene kits,
tents and sheets.

“Caritas is part of an even greater response,” Braunschweig said. “But
you are literally saving lives.”

Development and Peace also plans to support longer term efforts to get
communities back on their feet.

“You’re looking at agricultural land, 1.2 million hectares of agricultural
land that is damaged,” Braunschweig said. “You might have to go and do
something to repair that land because of all of the different soil that is now
on top of it — on top of what was your topsoil.”

The Caritas planners are also concerned about the impact on education.
Getting teachers and students back together in functioning schools will be
a major focus.

Canada has so far pledged $25 million in country-to-country aid.
Meanwhile, Pakistan’s bishops are pleading for help. In a virtual news

conference hosted by Aid to the Church in Need, three bishops of Paki-
stan dioceses most affected by recent deadly monsoon flooding appealed
for more funding for emergency food, repairing damaged homes and
providing medical needs for the worst-hit victims in their provinces.

(With files from Cathoic News Service)§
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Pilgrim primer planned for Canadians attending WYD
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Just under a year away, the hype is already beginning around World
Youth Day (WYD) 2023 to be held in Lisbon, Portugal.

Pope Francis generated some hype himself with a special written
address for young people. The pontiff asked youth to think about
Mary, Mother of God, who “entrusted herself completely to God” at
the Annunciation. And soon “she arises and sets out, for she is certain
God’s plan is the best plan for her life.”

The pope wants youth to adopt a similar mentality, and to “move with
haste” towards experiencing “the presence of the risen Christ in our own
lives.”

In Canada, preparations are already well underway for the Canadian
pilgrims looking to join the festivities. Isabel Correa, Canada’s national
WYD coordinator on behalf of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops (CCCB), hopes WYD can spark transformative experiences within
the hearts and minds of young people ages 18-35.

A Canada-wide information session about Lisbon 2023 was hosted on
Zoom at 7 pm (eastern time) September 27 for potential pilgrims to learn
more about what is in store from Aug. 1-6 next year.

“It is going to be fun to meet so many people from across the country
to share information and spread enthusiasm about World Youth Day,” said
Ms. Correa. “We share information about the country such as the patron
saints of the host country, the symbols of World Youth Day, the schedule,
and we discuss the theme of the conference.”

But WYD preparation transcends just being abreast of logistical infor-
mation, said Ms. Correa.

“In terms of preparing young people at the level of the heart and mind,
we ask young people, ‘what is the grace you’re looking for in this pilgrim-
age? What do you want to receive from The Lord?’ ”

Lisbon 2023 will be Ms. Correa’s 10th WYD. She attended Denver
1993 and Rome 2000 as a pilgrim. She then gained a passion on wanting
to empower other Canadians to growth in faith through attending these
conferences, and she has fulfilled that pledge by serving in various organi-
zational roles starting with Toronto in 2002.

Why does Ms. Correa feel so compelled to devote much of her time
and talent to WYD over the past three decades? She responded, “these
experiences changed my life.”

“World Youth Day taught me about the universality of the Church, and
how the message of Christ is not just for me and my little parish, city or
province — it’s worldwide. I knew I wasn’t alone in that moment for
having faith, struggling with my faith, having enthusiasm of my faith and
asking questions about my faith.”

Ms. Correa added that somehow the conference is intimate at the same
time as she felt like it was an experience “of personal love, personal com-
munication and a personal call to serve.”

Father Daniele Muscolino, pastor of Holy Name of Jesus Church in
North Bay, ON, has answered the call to serve by leading the Diocese of
Sault Ste. Marie delegation heading to Lisbon. He is currently offering
mentorship to 15 registered pilgrims in his diocese to engage their parish
priest, CWL or Knights of Columbus council and other parish organiza-
tions to fundraise for this adventure. Each youth must ultimately collect
$4,200 to participate.

Meanwhile, Fr. Muscolino said Zoom meetings are routinely being hosted
to foster fellowship and come together in prayer.

“I have encouraged everyone right from the get go to pray for the
success of our journey,” said Fr. Muscolino. “And I have asked them to

pray to the Lord to reveal His message to them. I want them to ask
themselves, ‘what does the Lord have in store for me through this pilgrim-
age?’ ”

Fr. Muscolino, the director of vocations, youth and young adults for his
diocese, attended WYD at Toronto in 2002 and Cologne, Germany, in
2005. He can “vividly remember all the moments, because you remember
the experiences that bring you true joy.” He fondly recalled listening to
Pope John Paul II speak, and the collective, faith-filled energy of the pil-
grims.

See wydcanada.org/en/info-session/ if you wish to learn more about
the various information sessions. §

A pilgrim Church looks to Mary
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

For Catholics who have for years
heard Mary’s first words in the Gospel
of Luke as the defining moment of her
life, it may seem the Pope is flipping the
script on the Lord’s mother.

Those words, where Mary declares
herself “The servant of the Lord,” and
asks the Angel Gabriel, “May it be done
to me according to your word,” have
often translated into a passive Mary,
remote from the cares of the world.
But for the Pope, those words are not
the end-point but merely the beginning as he reflects on the Blessed Virgin
in a statement released September 12.

In his message for next August’s World Youth Day in Portugal, Pope
Francis emphasizes a more active, engaged Mary on the move. He sees
her as a model for the “Pilgrim Church.” Mary’s immediate choice to head
“with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,” where she would ac-
company her older cousin Elizabeth through an unlikely pregnancy, is the
key to understanding how Mary is anything but passive.

“The young Mary did not remain paralyzed, for within her was Jesus,
the power of resurrection and new life,” Pope Francis writes.

This emphasis on Mary’s life after her fateful “fiat” is a breath of fresh
air for Doris Keiser, a theologian at St. Joseph’s College at the University of
Alberta. Ms. Keiser is a specialist in the history of Church teaching about
Mary, currently researching the ways Pope Francis speaks about her.

“I like the Mary who is more active, because she is a human person,”
Ms. Keiser said. “She is foundationally human, which is what is important
about her relationship with Christ. That makes sense.”

The pope has found in Mary’s life a potent model for young people
seeking a faith that acts in the world.

“The Mother of the Lord is a model for young people on the move, who
refuse to stand in front of a mirror to contemplate themselves or to get
caught up in the ‘net,’ ” Pope Francis writes. “Mary’s focus is always
directed outwards. She is the woman of Easter.”

The passive Mary who only sits and ponders is really a very
modern invention. Ms. Keiser points out how in the Middle Ages people
thought of Mary as someone capable of making choices.

“If you look at medieval mystic women, if you look at their perceptions
of Mary, Mary is less of a model (for others) and more an embodiment,”
Ms. Keiser said. “Her significance is in the incarnation. She is depicted far

(continued on page 9)

Graydon Nicholas
*UNB photo)
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(continued from page 3)
assimilation promoted by the governments of that time, which culminated in the system of
residential schools.” Organizers of the papal visit point to this last statement as a repudiation of
the Doctrine of Discovery.

Beyond denouncing the Doctrine, the Canadian bishops have strongly supported the imple-
mentation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP),
and that UNDRIP “resonates strongly with statements already made by the Catholic Church.”
These include Indigenous self-determination, self-government, right to traditional territories,
right to their own educational institutions, and more. The principles contained in UNDRIP are
the antithesis of the Doctrine of Discovery. In his pilgrimage to Canada, the Pope explicitly
says Canadian Catholic communities are committed to promoting Indigenous peoples and
cultures “in the spirit of UNDRIP.”

Still, as Archbishop Don Bolen of Regina said, “those papal bulls are not operative, [yet] on
the other hand, we resonate with the Indigenous desire to name those papal bulls, to say we
completely distance ourselves from them.” The archbishop shared that a Vatican document is
being produced that will provide even more clarity on the issue.

Clarity is only ever a good thing. But despite the confusion, we cannot forget the reality:
when it comes to Catholic teaching, the Doctrine of Discovery is null and void.

Brendan Steven is a writer based in Toronto and serves with several organizations as part of
the city’s Catholic community.§

Already null and void

By JAMES BORKOWSKI
The B.C. Catholic

By the late 1800s, many First Nations com-
munity were experiencing what sociologist
Emile Durkheim called “anomie,” which is a
breakdown of social order driven by uncon-
trollable change, especially regarding how
people work and how families lived. He noted
negative impacts on marriage and family em-
ployment levels, health outcomes, substance-
abuse challenges, and other problems. Entire
cultures could be swept into dependence and
despair when this kind of upheaval occurred.

So along with championing Aboriginal rights
and title, early missionaries worked with In-
digenous leaders to create efforts to curb the
rise of alcoholism that rose as unscrupulous
traders pushed liquor onto communities.

Where I believe Catholics got into trouble
in this second wave with residential schools
was in the institutionalization that occurred in
partnership with government, and we can see
how this temptation came into play. Instead
of boldly bringing the faith and education to
Indigenous people in their communities and
in their languages, Catholics allowed the gov-
ernment to build schools for us and to imple-
ment often-coercive systems that delivered
children to these schools. That was an error
in many minds and the effects are still being
felt today.

In some ways, the Catholic participation in
residential schools took us off-mission as a
Church. We became more aligned with govern-
ment and with what was referred to as “polite
society,” and that impacted how Catholics saw
the people we were called to serve.

The Church became a part of the estab-
lishment and we were asked to treat Indigenous
people as a monolithic problem to solve instead
of a diverse group of individuals and cultures to
serve. I think some leaders of religious orders
picked the wrong partner, no matter how good
their intentions may have been.

This is from another historical report: “It is
not surprising, therefore, that when the fed-
eral government assumed responsibility for
Indian schooling, it made funds available for
boarding schools. The federal government’s
position on this matter undoubtedly influenced
the Jesuits’ decision to obtain funds to build
boarding school facilities … in1868 in what
is now Ontario, and this development likely
influenced the Oblates to seek federal grants
for similar ventures.”

We can see the temptation coming from
the perspective of wanting to educate more

Imagine walking into a residential school at age 5
children and also finding ways to create more
efficient and sustainable systems. But again,
I think it was the source of one of the biggest
mistakes made. Catholics have never sought
out the orphanage model and should not have
sought out the residential school model for
young children. We are called to be there for
children when trauma has caused a tragic
break, so, as an example, wars and natural
disasters, disease. Orphanages should be the
last resort and they should be an authentic
attempt to provide or restore a little bit of what
the children have been robbed of.

So I think mistake number one: the Church
erred in thinking that residential schools were

better for Indigenous children and families than
the alternatives. The religious orders could
have limited themselves to teaching fewer
children but staying committed to teaching in
Indigenous communities. Again, I want to
emphasize that would have meant that tens
of thousands of Indigenous children would
have gone without education. So there was
likely hardship coming either way.

So several Catholic orders participated in
the school system that facilitated the separa-
tion of children from families, and that is a
serious violation of Catholic social teaching.
Our Church teaches that it’s clear parents,

(continued on page 9)

James Borkowski (upper right corner) asks people to imagine themselves walking
into a residential school at the age of 5. (Archival photo)
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(continued from page 8)
not the state, and not a religious order, are the primary educators of
their children. So again, no matter what the motives may have been,
this led to occurrences of sexual and physical abuse, neglect, and
disease under the care of Catholics.

But I want to make it more personal than that. I would like to do
what’s called a right-brain exercise. Walk back in your memory if
you can, all the way to when you were five years old. Think of your
kindergarten teacher or an early birthday party. Can you picture your
5-year-old self?

I’d like you to imagine walking into a large room with two rows of
beds, 10 beds in each row.

You are new to the school and you were assigned to a bed on the
far-right side of the room halfway back. You walk over to it and sit
down. It is squeaky and uncomfortable. Hear the sounds and remem-
ber the feel of an uncomfortable bed you’ve sat on. The room is very
cold, so when you breathe out you can see your own breath. Now
imagine it’s 8 pm and the lights go out and you see the last sister leave
the room. You are trembling from the coldness and the fear. You hear
the cries from several homesick children and it makes you immedi-
ately homesick. Others are whimpering. You hear some older kids
teasing the younger ones. You smell sweat and you smell bedwetting.
You are hungry and scared. You try to fall asleep, but the fear keeps
you awake. You hear some kids coughing and sniffling. Most impor-
tantly, you wonder where your parents and grandparents are at this
very moment. Do they miss you? You wonder why you are here. Are
you going to see your family again? You try to think of better times at
home, but you know, at least for a while, this is your new reality.

It took me a long time coming out of the exercise here. It took me
a long time to even be able to think about what my life might be like if
my parents and grandparents and great grandparents and great, great
grandparents had all been through this experience. I remember as a
child, I cried on the first day of school every year until at least Grade
5. And I got to go home six hours later.

The reality of the residential school as a family-breaking system is
staggering if we can personalize it for us.

I want to go back to the history. The Indian Act required the federal
government to provide funds and teachers for schools built on re-
serves and for these regional residential schools. It’s interesting to
note, most First Nations communities had schools on their reserves.
So why didn’t all children just attend those schools? The primary
answer that I have found in my research is that the government failed
to provide the teachers it promised, and it gravely underfunded the
schools that had been built. That led directly to death and tragedy.

I want to read an excerpt from a report on the Kamloops Residen-
tial School, which we’ve all been hearing a lot about. This is a report
from 1892. “Problems arose between the government-hired principal
Mr. Hagen and the Sisters of Saint Ann when the principal imposed
perpetual fasting on the sisters. This was a budget-cutting exercise,
severely limiting their food. As a result of various problems including
him denying them a chapel, the sisters were withdrawn. The Kamloops
school closed in June of 1892 with Mr Hagan’s resignation.”

Now, of course, the sisters came back and we’ll hear more about
that later. But we could already see the tension between government
and Church very clear in the history when residential schools started.

This is the fourth of a six part series. To read the full series visit
https://bccatholic.ca/intothedeep-residentialschools. §

Imagine
(continued from page 7)

more actively by those women.”
Pope Francis also speaks of a young, flesh and blood Mary whom

young people can identify with.
“Mary was a young woman, like many of you,” he writes. “She was

one of us.”
This has been a particularly important way for Indigenous people to

connect with Our Lady, said Maliseet elder and former New Brunswick
Lieutenant Governor Graydon Nicholas, citing Our Lady’s 17th-century
appearance to the Mexican peasant Juan Diego at Guadalupe.

“She appears, of course, as an Indigenous woman, speaks the language
and also brings comfort to the oppressed Indigenous people of that part of
Mexico at that time,” said Mr. Nicholas, a member of the Guadalupe
Circle, an official dialogue between Indigenous Canadians and Catholic
bishops.

Of course, no pope ever taught that Mary was merely a passive object
in the history of salvation. But excessive emphasis on her fiat (let it be done
unto me) and images of her spotless purity have pushed her life of jour-
neys and toil for others into the background.

In 1854 Pope Pius IX emphasized Mary’s passive acceptance of grace
in Ineffabilis Deus, which declared Mary’s immaculate conception as the
constant teaching of the Church.

The Greek word Kecharitomene on Gabriel’s lips when he praises the
Virgin as “full of grace” is a perfect passive participle. Over time this
passive aspect of Mary’s existence came to dominate a certain strain of
popular devotions.

Pope Francis’ young, active and human Mary is good news for women
who have identified with Mary as the first woman of the Church, said Ms.
Keiser.

“Women are very active in the Church in all of its capacities,” she said.
“I wonder, does (Pope Francis) see that? By referring to Mary as this very
active person who is being called to lift up the Church, you see what is
happening in the Church and you can be like Mary. You can lift up the
Church.”

In addition to Mary as a model for the pilgrim Church, Pope Francis
sees her as the model for a culture of encounter.

“She sets out to find the most genuine of all ‘connections’: the one that
comes from encounter, sharing, love and service,” Pope Francis writes.

This culture of encounter is naturally international and has lived on be-
yond Mary’s life on Earth.

“Mary has never stopped bridging time and space to visit those of her
sons and daughters who need her loving help,” said the pope.

In lifting up the apparitions of Mary around the world, Pope Francis
embraces the popular devotions of Catholics, particularly poor Catholics
in marginalized communities.

“It comes with Francis’ more devotional understanding of Mary in the
Church,” said Ms. Keiser. “A lot of scholars poo-poo the apparitions and
don’t really buy into them in the same way as is claimed by popular
devotion. Clearly Francis doesn’t have a problem with it.”

The advantage in apparitions for Francis’ message is that they situate
Mary as an ambassador to a truly global Church.

“There’s room for a Mary who isn’t white and blue-eyed. Mary is
frequently the protector of the local people. When she appears, she ap-
pears to be as one of them.”

Mr. Nicholas also looks to Mary as a figure who stands with the poor
and on the side of the environment, a point the pope drives home.

“The Mother of God moves in the midst of her people by tender and
loving care; she makes her own their anxieties and troubles,” he said.§

A pilgrim Church looks to Mary
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMCIHI — On September 8, the faithful from Saint Margue-
rite Bourgeoys Parish gathered at St. Samuel’s Church in Miramichi
to celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

This is also a major feast day for the Sons of Mary Mother of
Mercy religious community, of which celebrant Father Godwin Kalu,
SMMM is a part. Finally, the day also marked the 90th birthday of
parishioner Alcide Allain, who was in attendance. 

In his reflection, Father Joseph Anuonye, a guest of Fr. Godwin
and pastor at Stella Maris Parish in Abayi Aba in southeast Nigeria,
invited those present to reflect on the Nativity of Mary as an affirma-
tion of God’s commitment to humanity, and a reminder of our own
birth as well. 

“As Mary was full of grace, and Christ was grace itself, so we too
are sharers in grace through our communion with them in the Blessed
Sacrament,” he said.  He noted the role of woman and man in the
bringing about of salvation, Mary’s acceptance at the Annunciation
made redemption possible, so all women are dignified, as salvation
came through a woman. 

St. Joseph too had a role to play, a simple man who chose not to
subject Mary to social stigma and accepted the vision from God,
taking Mary as his wife. He closed by offering a prayer for those
who are having difficulty accepting Mary into their lives. 

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Celebrating the Blessed Virgin

Making room: Catholics with disabilities hope synod will hear their voices
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Gospel of St. John tells the story of Jesus'
encounter with a man who was born blind. Upon seeing him, the disciples
asked Jesus if the man's blindness was due to his sins or that of his
parents.

"Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the works of God might
be made visible through him," Jesus replied before healing the man.

One could dismiss the disciples' query as a reflection of the
beliefs of a bygone era. But Luz Elena Bracamonte Zamora, a
member of the Deaf Catholic Youth Initiative for the Americas,
knows those beliefs are still prevalent today.

"In the world, especially in Latin America, there is this ideology
that still exists that says we (persons with disabilities) are pun-
ished, that we are sick, that we have been bewitched," she told
Catholic News Service [CNS] September 22. But "we are normal
people and come from normal families."

Ms. Bracamonte joined other people with disabilities at a two-
day synodal listening session at the Vatican sponsored by the
Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life.

A report of the listening session, which highlighted both the
needs of disabled people and their contributions to the life of the
church, was presented to Pope Francis September 21 after his
weekly general audience.

The listening sessions took place as bishops' conferences around
the world published their reports synthesizing the 10-month synodal

process in dioceses. With the release of those reports, a team of
25 people from around the world began 10 days of work and
reflection in Frascati, Italy, September 21 to draft the document
for the continental stage of the synodal process.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops released its report
September 19, summarizing the concerns, hopes and desires of
an estimated 700,000 participants who joined thousands of listen-
ing sessions and other events during the diocesan phase in the
lead-up to the Synod of Bishops on synodality in October 2023.

The Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales re-
leased its report in July and said Catholic disabled persons in the
country "have called on this synod for attention to be given to
their needs."

"They want to participate more in the life of the church. This
might mean introducing or making use of particular facilities and
technologies, but the predominant voice asks that the people of
God listen to their experience," the report stated.

Ms. Bracamonte told CNS that some in the church believe disa-
bled persons "cannot live the sacraments or understand them."
Addressing the pastoral needs of those with disabilities, she added,
should be included in priestly formation.

Jesuit Father Justin Glyn, who serves as general counsel of the
Jesuits' Australian province and is legally blind, said the listening
sessions were a "spirit-filled experience" and that the report deliv-
ered to the pope and the Synod of Bishops "hopefully has the
potential to be a groundbreaker within the church itself."

The insights of people with disabilities, he said, "have often been pretty
low on the radar of people who don't see themselves as having a disabil-
ity."

"I think the most pressing pastoral need really is the mindset that sees
people as being equal participants in the church rather than objects of
charity," Fr. Glyn told CNS.

Disabled persons, he added, often face issues such as "the denial of
Communion to people with intellectual disabilities, the physical lack of
access to many church facilities, discrimination in formation and other
issues."

Like Ms. Bracamonte, Fr. Glyn said he also experienced "subtle dis-
crimination" in the church and recalled being told, "If you had prayed
more, you would have been healed" from blindness.

"I think we tend to misconstrue disability, because disability is one in-
stance of limitation. We are all limited," Fr. Glyn said.

Catholics need to change their mindset and start seeing "people who
have disabilities merely like everyone else: limited people," he said.§
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McNEILL, DANIEL ARHTUR ‘Danny’ — It is with profound sad-
ness that the family of Daniel Arthur “Danny” McNeill of Cambridge,
Ontario and formerly of Saint John, NB that we announce his unex-
pected and sudden death due to complications of Pancreatic Cancer
at home on Saturday, August 27th surrounded by loved ones.

Danny leaves to mourn his death, the love of his life, Donna
Webber; his children David, Desiree, Brianne, stepchildren Kara
(Donnie) and Dean. His beloved grandchildren Graesen, Gabby
and Dylan. His brothers and sisters, David (Sharon), Colleen (Pres-
ton), Ronald (Donna), Father Douglas, Gary (Mary), Kevin
(Donna), Maureen (David), Mary (Marcel), Michael (Cloe) and
Darlene, the mother of his children Brenda and his best friends
John, Frank, Gary (Christine) and his sister “from another mis-
ter” Mary are devastated at his death and are grateful to the many
friends who have been praying and offering support to Danny
from the time of his diagnosis.

Not only does Danny leave behind his brothers and sisters, he
also leaves behind his Aunts and Uncles who were part of the
Kelly/McNeill Clan, and numerous nephews, nieces, great nieces
and nephews and the newest great great niece and many cousins
from the Ottawa Valley and various parts of Ontario.

Danny was predeceased by his loving parents, David Alexander
and Mary Patricia (Kelly) McNeill, and his nephews Sean and
Shawn.

Danny graduated from Simonds High School and pursued a career
in a variety of sales endeavours, which began during high school
years for Kinney Shoes and which concluded, just days before his
death at the KIA dealership in London, Ontario. He was the salesper-
son “par excellence” and enjoyed his tenure as the Sales Manager for
a number of years.

As a young man, Danny was honored by receiving, from Prince
Phillip, the Duke of Edinburgh Award, when he was a member of
527 Simonds Squadron, Air Cadets. He was also an Altar Server at
his home Parish of Stella Maris in East Saint John. Danny idolized
Elvis Presley and did a fantastic job of imitating him at various
family gatherings.

We mourn his death, but at the same time, we are grateful to the
Doctors and other health care personnel who cared for Danny
from the moment of his diagnosis until his death on Saturday, the
Feast of St. Monica, Mother of St. Augustine.

Cremation has and visitation have taken place at Corbett Funeral
Home, Cambridge, Ontario. A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated at Stella Maris Church in Saint John by his brother,
Father Douglas McNeill, episcopal Vvcar for Temporal Affairs for
the Diocese of Saint John on October 7th at 10 am with burial to
follow at St. Joseph’s Cemetery, where will honour his request to be
buried with his Mother, Mary Patricia.

KENNEDY, MAURA CORRINE — With heavy hearts, the fam-
ily of Corrine Kennedy announce her passing on Sunday, Septem-
ber 18, 2022, at St. Joseph’s Hospice, in London, ON. Born June
21, 1918, in Saint John, she was a daughter of the late James L.
and Ann A. (Fitzgerald) McGrath.

Corrine will be deeply missed by her son, James Kennedy (Kate
Montgomery); granddaughter, Kristen Kennedy (Rick Mitchinson);
great-grandson, Jack Cole Mitchinson; niece, Maura Ann Hazen;
nephews: Jim Murphy, Kevin Murphy, Peter Murphy, and Sean
Murphy.

Besides her parents, Corrine was predeceased by her husband,
T. James J. Kennedy; and her sister, Eleanor Murphy.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated from the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John. Interment will follow in
St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

JOHNSTON, LILLIAN A. — It is with heartfelt sorrow, the family
of Lillian Ann Johnston, announce her passing on September 21, 2022,
at Kings Way Care Centre.

Born on September 29, 1932, in Chatham, NB, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Harry and Margaret (Fraser) Gouchie.  After her mar-
riage to Joe she lived in various locationsbefore settling in Quispamsis
to start a family.

Lillian is survived by her daughter Jill Edney (Larry) of Quispamsis,
grandson Matthew (Nicole) Johnston, great grandchildren Max and
Archer, brother John Gouchie (Romaine) of Halifax, NS, as well as
several nieces, nephews, and extended family.

Besides her parents, Lil is predeceased by her brother Jim
Gouchie, and Marguerite Hay, who raised her after the passing of
her parents.

She rested at Kennebecasis Community Funeral Home,
Quispamsis.  A Mass of Christian Burial took place at St. Mark’s
Catholic Church, Quispmamsis. Interment at St. Michael’s Catholic
Cemetery, Miramichi.

FARREN, MARIAN LESLEY — Marian Lesley Farren, daughter of
the late Edward A. and Margaret N. Farren, has passed away on
September 21, 2022 following decades of fighting Multiple Sclerosis.

Marian is survived by her brothers, Edward, Bill (Gerri) Farren,
Dan (Lori) Farren and by sisters Margaret Dawn (Kevin) McDonald,
St. George, and Eleanor A. Mason, Halifax, and by nieces and neph-
ews in Canada and the United States and extended family in Scotland.
She was predeceased by her sister, Brenda R. Farren.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. The Funeral Lit-
urgy took place in Brenan’s Chapel, Saint John.

DEERING, JOHN ROBERT — It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of John R. Deering which occurred on Friday,
September 23, 2022, at the Saint John Regional Hospital. Born in
Saint John, NB on October 20, 1946, he was the son of the late John
and Audrey (McKay) Deering.

John is survived by his son, Trevor Deering; daughter, Tracy Cripps
(Bruce); sister, Bonnie Deering; grandchildren, Kiana Dunn, Samantha
Brown and Kristen Brown; great-grandchildren, Oakley Brown, Ivy

Hayton, Violet Brown; as well as
a niece, Carla Bigney. In addition
to his parents, John was prede-
ceased by his sister, Karen Win-
chester and his grandson,
Michael Brown.

Arrangements were under
the care and direction of Brenan’s
Funeral Home, Saint John. A Fu-
neral Liturgy was held in the
Brenan’s Chapel, Saint John. In-
terment to follow in St. Joseph’s
Cemetery, Saint John.§
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Science needs ethicists, more open debate, some say at Vatican conference
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Biological engineering, such as gene therapy for
treating human disease, is making such swift advancements that the pub-
lic's knowledge and understanding of what is happening and what ethical
and legal guidelines are needed are lagging too far behind, said speakers at
a Vatican conference.

"This science is rolling; the train is moving. But instead of lamenting
over this, we need to take the initiative and hop on that train, intervene and,
if needed, divert it onto another track," said Ralf Stutzki, head of ethics at
Molecular Systems Engineering at the National Center of Competence in
Research at the University of Basel, Switzerland.

"We will indeed have to lead a consequentialist debate, weigh the pro-
spective good and bad outcomes and make brave decisions," he said at the
first international conference on "Ethics of Engineering Life."

The September 26-27 conference was jointly organized by the Pontifi-
cal Academy for Life, Molecular Systems Engineering and the Bambino
Gesù children's hospital in Rome. To address the ethical aspects of "engi-
neering" molecules, cells and cellular functions, the academy said, the
conference invited scientists and stakeholders involved in developing and
applying approaches that "edit and control" biological systems; ethicists;
philosophers; communicators; and others.

Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, president of the academy, said in his open-
ing remarks that the academy's aim is to research and reflect on today's
scientific-technological developments, particularly in the area of life and
health.

"We focus on an integral vision of the human person and of a society
that is ever more just" and cares for the "common home," he said. It is
very important "that we promote mutual knowledge and understanding
among science, ethics and civil authority."

Opening this dialogue to the wider public also will promote "a deeper
understanding and wider acceptance of scientific discoveries" and will
help guide science to understand "the real needs of society and the dignity
of people, thus tending to counteract market greed," the archbishop said.

Human cells and tissue can be generated without the use of human
embryos, and they can be manipulated in ways that can repair damaged
tissue or mitigate disease.

For example, stem cells can be grown from healthy or diseased human
tissue and used to create "organoids" made up of the same tissue they
came from, acting as a cellular model of that organ, said Hans Clevers, a
Dutch molecular geneticist and stem cell researcher who heads pharma,
research and early development at the Swiss company, Roche.

Stem cells from the inner lining of the gastrointestinal tract can be grown
and implanted into the colon and large intestine in order to heal, "like a living
Band-Aid," lesions and ulcers caused by inflammatory bowel disease, he
said.

Or, if a person has cancer, "we can sequence a tumor" from their
specific cancer cells and expose the lab-grown tissue to a large variety of
drug treatments until the most effective one is found, he said. Using these
synthetic organoids for testing a therapy "will tell us if the person will (or
will not) respond to what drugs."

Lab-grown organoids and "embryoids" are part of a field that is "mov-
ing very fast," he said, and it needs "strong ethical considerations."

An embryoid is an embryo-like structure of aggregated pluripotent stem
cells and behaves like an early embryo; it is created from embryonic stem
cells, and it lacks the essential cell types needed to develop beyond this
early stage. The Catholic Church opposes research involving human em-

bryonic stem cells, which require the destruction of the human embryo,
and it supports adult stem cell research, which does not involve human
embryonic stem cells.

Clevers said that, as research advances, these embryoids will look more
and more like real embryos, which will bring up even more ethical con-
cerns.

"There we need really strong guidelines. Scientists are not the best ethi-
cists, at least biologists are not the best ethicists, in general, because they're
just curious, they want to know the next step, they have not learned easily
to step back," he said.

But, he added, some scientists have learned it is important to involve
ethicists in their meetings, to ask different questions, to help them "step
back" and see what it is they really want to do.

Marie-Jo Thiel, a medical doctor and theologian who teaches ethics and
moral theology in Strasbourg, France, said religions and Catholic theology
already offer an important voice upholding "the values of justice and the
dignity of all human beings," especially the most vulnerable and fragile.

Ethics must take a wide "global" view which considers not just "what
we can do with molecular, cellular tissue systems and engineering tech-
niques, but what they can do to us, to our society because of their power,"
including their social-psychological effects, she said in her talk.

Information has to be transparent and shared with the wider public,
including by making it "mandatory" to make public all "negative results"
and effects, she said.

Debate "cannot remain limited to a discussion or a battle between ex-
perts who themselves are not always very particularly trained in ethics,"
she added, and it should discuss "the kind of society we want and the
acceptability of the ongoing changes" in these fields.

Financial costs also must be weighed, she said, because sometimes the
price of the bioengineering technologies "are truly exorbitant." Not only is
access to treatment limited in private-pay systems to those who can af-
ford it, but in universal or socialized health care systems, paying for high-
cost care for just a few people can deprive many others of primary health
care.

"Values and ethics are not limits or obstacles to innovation and change;
they represent the compass indicating what responsible, inclusive and
sustainable ways" are best for the future, she said, quoting a 2021 report
by the European Commission on ethics and science.

Thiel said all sides must work together in a relationship built on trust.
Trust is "the cement for co-constructing the world we desire and putting

in place the various ethical bricks that are decisive for us," she said.§

A researcher observes the nucleus of human stem cells in this
illustration photo. (CNS photo/Tingshu Wang, Reuters)


